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PROF. SANJAY KATHURIA

Visiting Senior Fellow, Centre for Social and Economic Progress,
and co-Founder, Trade Sentinel

Prof. Sanjay Kathuria is a distinguished economist with over four decades of
experience in economic development, geoeconomics, trade, globalization,
industrial policy, competitiveness, and gender issues, with a strong focus on
South Asia. Earlier, he spent 27 years at the World Bank as Lead Economist,
working across South Asia, Latin America, and Eastern Europe. He holds a PhD
in Economics from Oxford University, with prior training at St. Stephen’s College
and the Delhi School of Economics. His writings have appeared in leading
publications including Foreign Policy, Hindustan Times, The Indian Express,
The Wire, and Business Standard. He is currently working on a book on The
Future of South Asia and is host of the podcast “South Asia Geoeconomic Adda.”

PROF. MANOJ PANT

Visiting Professor, Shiv Nadar University
Former Vice-Chancellor, Indian Institute of Foreign Trade

Prof. Manoj Pant is a distinguished economist with over four decades of
experience in teaching, research, and academic leadership. His research
interests include International Trade and Development Economics, with
numerous publications in reputed journals. Prof. Pant’s contributions have
been recognized through the Kautilya Award for Best Economist (2017) and
the Distinguished Alumnus Award (2022) from the Delhi School of
Economics. He has also served in advisory roles with government and
regulatory bodies, including the Government of Nagaland and the
Competition Commission of India. Beyond academia, he contributed to
public discourse as a columnist for The Economic Times, where he wrote the
column “Occasional Papers,” and has published articles in Financial Express,
Mint, and Business Standard.

PROF. DEEPAK MISHRA

Adviser, World Development Report 2026, World Bank
Former Director and Chief Executive, ICRIER

Prof. Deepak Mishra is an economist and policy expert currently serving as
Adviser to the World Development Report 2026 at the World Bank. He
previously led the Indian Council for Research on International Economic
Relations (ICRIER) and spent over two decades at the World Bank, working
across Africa and Asia, including as co-director of the World Development
Report 2016: Digital Dividends. His work focuses on technology, digital
transformation, jobs, and growth. With a Ph.D. from the University of
Maryland, he has served on high-level committees of the Ministry of Finance,
NITI Aayog, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Ministry of Statistics, and
the G20 Independent Expert Group.
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